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TIPS FOR ENGAGING CHILDREN IN CONVERSATIONS

Teachers play a critical role in developing language-rich classroom environments. Here are a few practical ways in
which teachers can support and engage children in conversations.

SET THE STAGE:

+ Get down on the child’s level.
« Listen to what the child says.

- Match the tone of the conversation to the
child’s affect.

« Take turns in talking.

START THE CONVERSATION:

« Talk about what the child is doing or
what the child is interested in.

« Ask questions that relate to the child’s
experiences or interests.

+ Add to what the child says and model
new language.

+ Give the child enough time to respond.

For more Information, contact us at: NCQTL@UW.EDU or 877-731-0764
This document was prepared under Grant #90HC0002 for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration

for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, by the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning.
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FOLLOW THE CAR:

TIPS FOR TEACHERS
ENGAGING CHILDREN IN CONVERSATIONS

FOLLOW THE CHILD’S LEAD AND THEN:

« Comment and wait.

« Ask a question and wait.

« Respond by adding a little more and wait.

Adapted with permission.

StoryQUEST: Celebrating beginning language and literacy, first year annual report. (April, 2004). Unpublished report, California Institute on Human Services, Sonoma State University,
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